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Information Regarding Inhuman and Degrading Treatment, Unlawful 
Detentions, Ongoing Political Repression in Public Offices, and 

Anti-Democratic Legislation Targeting Participants of Pro-European 
Demonstrations in Georgia   

Part V   
(January 20 – February 10, 2025) 

 
This document was prepared by “Georgia's European Orbit” and the Human Rights Center of the 

University of Georgia using publicly available sources, including media coverage, victim testimonies, and 
statements from civil society organizations and state agencies. It is intended for informational purposes 

and presents the findings of human rights lawyers based on those sources. 
 

 
For 75 consecutive days, protests have been ongoing in Tbilisi and various other cities across 
Georgia. The primary demands of the demonstrations include restoring Georgia’s pro-European 
course, calling new elections, and releasing citizens who have been detained during the 
protests. 

Please see the updated database on victims of torture, inhuman or degrading 
treatment, and violence against protesters here:  link #1  

Please see the updated database of crimes committed against journalists here: 
link #2   

Please see the updated database of protest participants detained on criminal 
charges here: link #3 

 

1.​ Violence Against Demonstrators 

Police continue to engage in unlawful and violent acts against protest participants, including 
beatings, degrading treatment, verbal abuse, threats, and illegal detentions. 

Particularly brutal conduct by police was reported on February 2 near Tbilisi’s main entrance, 
where thousands of citizens had gathered. Masked and otherwise unidentifiable officers: 

●​ Used force against and arrested peaceful protesters standing on the sidewalk; 
●​ Attacked journalists engaged in their professional duties, resulting in the hospitalization 

of one reporter; 
●​ Subjected detainees to group beatings, aiming blows at their heads and faces and 

kicking them; 
●​ Following arrests, five to six masked and unidentifiable police officers physically 

assaulted detainees inside a police minibus (see the video evidence provided);   

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KEpZ9MRDhQyZCF0qNVUw9F_7lWex62_m/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1odng1OyxLtq-Hr-75tyo69AtWVGGPiEn/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kp-83YsOsnLeCTlopCQtqVpNXN2eLrg6/view?usp=sharing
https://www.facebook.com/616871346/videos/pcb.10160762022851347/943386447922947
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PkL2hNbCl64
https://www.qartia.ge/ka/siakhleebi/article/99663
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?mibextid=wwXIfr&v=2290806017972602&rdid=VRYIMOUTdJCAOpkI
https://www.facebook.com/616871346/videos/pcb.10160762022851347/3254456851373141
https://www.facebook.com/616871346/videos/pcb.10160762022851347/638370108712930
https://www.facebook.com/share/r/1D75parfFS/
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●​ The Head of the Ministry of Internal Affairs Special Tasks Department, Mr. Zviad 
Kharazishvili, personally participated in these assaults by kicking one of the detainees 
and then verbally abusing protesters through a loudspeaker;   

●​ Police demonstrated especially aggressive behavior toward women, subjecting them to 
obscene insults based on their gender, issuing threats, physically assaulting them, and 
forcibly detaining them. 

●​ Men were also beaten for defending women; 
●​ Police physically assaulted and detained two minors, who sustained concussions and 

other bodily injuries as a result of the beatings.   
●​ Law enforcement continues to engage in looting. Detainees, including minors, report that 

officers stole their mobile phones, wallets, and other personal belongings.   
●​ Police also targeted vehicles that signaled in solidarity with protesters; 

It is noteworthy that, two days prior to the demonstration scheduled for February 2, the 
government amended its own decree to declare holding the protest at the announced location a 
criminal offense. As a result, out of the 31 individuals detained during that protest, 8 have been 
charged with criminal offenses and now face up to four years in prison. 

 
On February 4, the police used force against journalists covering a peaceful protest. They 
physically assaulted three journalists, one of whom required medical treatment. Two individuals 
were arrested during the demonstration. 

  
 

2.​ The practice of inhuman and degrading treatment of detainees, including women 
and minors 

 

As a result of the disproportionate use of force by police during the peaceful demonstration on 
February 2, seven individuals required hospitalization, having sustained facial injuries, 
concussions, and bruises on various parts of their bodies. 

According to the Public Defender’s Office, of the 25 detainees interviewed by its 
representatives, 22 reported instances of ill-treatment by law enforcement, with 11 of those 
detainees visibly showing physical injuries, primarily to the face. 

According to politician Nika Melia, on February 2, while he was in custody at a police station, the 
deputy head of the Isani-Samgori police department, Giorgi Chokhuri, kicked him as he sat 
handcuffed in a chair. 

Female protesters have publicly begun to speak out about being forcibly stripped naked and 
made to squat under the pretense of a “search”, a clearly disproportionate measure that 
constitutes unlawful, degrading treatment and violates human dignity. 

 

 

 

https://www.radiotavisupleba.ge/a/33303099.html
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1808617193283002
https://www.radiotavisupleba.ge/a/33306780.html?fbclid=IwY2xjawIUrStleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHXSZgmORTIJONg4wZiT4mfFihcVCZqXVgvDAFg6PWC4M8W6BafI_xK4MKQ_aem_8HE-mM8RTXF6DTdEMSdqMQ
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1147131333544016
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1045739214254349&set=a.628755205952754
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1338611917019384
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NnamLCRlN1I
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1143017600852461
https://on.ge/story/140415-%E1%83%9E%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%9A%E1%83%90%E1%83%9B%E1%83%94%E1%83%9C%E1%83%A2%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%A3%E1%83%99%E1%83%90%E1%83%9C%E1%83%90-%E1%83%A8%E1%83%94%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%A1%E1%83%95%E1%83%9A%E1%83%94%E1%83%9A%E1%83%97%E1%83%90%E1%83%9C-%E1%83%9B%E1%83%98%E1%83%9B%E1%83%93%E1%83%98%E1%83%9C%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%94-%E1%83%90%E1%83%A5%E1%83%AA%E1%83%98%E1%83%90%E1%83%96%E1%83%94-%E1%83%9E%E1%83%9D%E1%83%9A%E1%83%98%E1%83%AA%E1%83%98%E1%83%94%E1%83%9A%E1%83%94%E1%83%91%E1%83%9B%E1%83%90-news-on-ge-%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%93%E1%83%90-%E1%83%9E%E1%83%A3%E1%83%91%E1%83%9A%E1%83%98%E1%83%99%E1%83%90%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%AC%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%9B%E1%83%9D%E1%83%9B%E1%83%90%E1%83%93%E1%83%92%E1%83%94%E1%83%9C%E1%83%9A%E1%83%94%E1%83%91%E1%83%96%E1%83%94-%E1%83%98%E1%83%AB%E1%83%90%E1%83%9A%E1%83%90%E1%83%93%E1%83%94%E1%83%A1
https://netgazeti.ge/news/762182/
https://ombudsman.ge/eng/akhali-ambebi/250203042524sakhalkho-damtsvelis-rtsmunebulebma-dakavebulebi-moinakhules
https://www.radiotavisupleba.ge/a/33300516.html
https://civil.ge/archives/660918
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3.​ Heavy Financial Penalties and Prison Sentences for Participating in Protests 

The practice of imposing administrative detention and unjustifiably high fines on protest 
participants without proper justification continues, serving as a repressive tool against freedom 
of expression. 

Despite a lack of evidence on false police statements, courts are arbitrarily fining protesters 
5,000 GEL (approximately USD 1,800). Given that the average monthly salary in Georgia is 
around USD 500, and social assistance for an entire family is USD 130, a fine of USD 1,800 for 
participating in a protest is tantamount to a criminal sanction in terms of its severity. 

As of February 7, administrative proceedings have been initiated against more than 1,600 
protesters. At this stage, the total amount in fines imposed on demonstrators exceeds 600,000 
GEL (approximately USD 215,000), a figure that continues to rise dramatically each day. 

 

4.​ Draconian Laws Adopted Through Accelerated Procedure 
 
On February 3, “Georgian Dream” initiated and, within just three days, rushed through 
draconian legislative amendments that designate many aspects of the fundamental rights to 
assembly and expression as offenses, imposing severe sanctions for their violation: 
 

●​ The maximum period of administrative detention has been extended from 15 days to 60 
days.   

●​ Verbal insults or any other “insulting” conduct toward an official or public servant are now 
punishable by up to 45 days in detention. This effectively abolishes the right to criticize, 
given the vague definition of “insult”;   

●​ Financial penalties for protest-related administrative offenses have been further 
increased;.   

●​ The burden of proof has shifted from law enforcement authorities to the individual citizen; 
●​ Personal searches are no longer required to be conducted in the presence of a witness;   
●​ Even spontaneous or unplanned rallies are now subject to a notice requirement. 

Because spontaneous gatherings typically lack a clearly identifiable organizer, there is a 
high risk that any protest participant could be held accountable for failing to submit 
notice, or that the gathering could be deemed illegal.   

●​ Protests and any form of public criticism are now prohibited in enclosed spaces or 
buildings without the prior consent of the owner.   

●​ Blocking highways, bridges, tunnels, overpasses, transport hubs, and railways is strictly 
forbidden.   

●​ The use of temporary structures (such as stages or tents) during protests has been 
severely restricted. 

 
“Georgian Dream” has also announced its intention to ban foreign funding for media outlets and 
to establish an oversight body tasked with monitoring media “objectivity.” 
 

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1043154534523235&set=a.485094683662559
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1043154534523235&set=a.485094683662559
https://gyla.ge/en/post/qartuli-ocneba-protestis-uflebis-bevr-aspeqts-zgudavs
https://jam-news.net/georgian-dreams-parliament-passes-restrictive-amendments-to-administrative-and-criminal-codes/
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5.​ Politically Motivated Justice 
 
In the spring of 2024, the courts delivered guilty verdicts against all 10 individuals detained 
during protests against the so-called “Russian Law.” Seven of them received prison sentences. 
Prosecutor’s Office and the courts deliberately delayed ruling on the cases of those arrested 
during the spring protests until President Salome Zurabishvili’s term ended, thereby preventing 
her from issuing pardons to the convicted. 
 
With respect to individuals detained during protests after November 2024, criminal proceedings 
have been initiated against 52 persons. Of these, 37 remain in pretrial detention, 14 have been 
released on bail, and one minor is under parental supervision. 
 

6.​ Political Repression in Public Service 
 

Amid the enactment of anti-democratic amendments to the “Law on Public Service” and the 
politically motivated dismissal of public servants, “Georgian Dream” has announced its decision 
to abolish the Civil Service Bureau. According to Bureau employees, its liquidation is part of a 
repressive policy aimed at silencing dissent within the public sector. 
 
Employees of the Parliament of Georgia’s Research Center have likewise been informed of the 
institution’s dissolution. They assert that this measure constitutes retaliation for their public 
criticism of the government’s decision to suspend negotiations on Georgia’s accession to the 
European Union until 2028. 
 
Individual cases of dismissals in the private sector have also been reported, allegedly in 
response to employees expressing protest-related views. 

7.​ Prisoners on Hunger Strike 

Journalist Mzia Amaghlobeli, who is being held in unlawful detention, has been on a hunger 
strike for 30 days. Another detainee, Temur Khatamadze, has been on a hunger strike for 25 
days in solidarity with Mzia Amaghlobeli and in support of Georgia’s European future. Both 
detainees report that they were subjected to inhuman and degrading treatment by the Head of 
the Batumi Police Department, Irakli Dgebuadze, following their arrests. 

According to Mamuka Mdinaradze, a leader of the “Georgian Dream,” “If Mzia Amaghlobeli 
starts eating, everything will be over.” In response to a journalist’s question about how a hunger 
strike might end, Mdinaradze commented that “a hunger strike generally ends in death.” 

8.​ Encouragement/Impunity for Police Brutality 
 
Senior officials of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, who are responsible for acts of torture, inhuman 
and degrading treatment, and the excessive use of force against demonstrators, have been 
awarded the “Order of Dignity” by  “Georgian Dream” appointed President Mikheil Kavlelashvili,  
 

https://gyla.ge/en/post/gala-rusuli-kanonis-protestis-dros-dakavebulebs-patimroba-miesaja
https://netgazeti.ge/news/762226/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?ref=watch_permalink&v=621055496993985&rdid=aBjxJXrRDWDX3Lg3
https://www.facebook.com/tvpirveli.ge/posts/%EF%B8%8F-%E1%83%9C%E1%83%98%E1%83%9C%E1%83%9D-%E1%83%93%E1%83%95%E1%83%90%E1%83%9A%E1%83%98-%E1%83%94%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%9B%E1%83%90%E1%83%AE%E1%83%98%E1%83%9C%E1%83%AF%E1%83%98-%E1%83%A0%E1%83%94%E1%83%9F%E1%83%98%E1%83%9B%E1%83%98-%E1%83%9B%E1%83%9D%E1%83%9B%E1%83%AC%E1%83%95%E1%83%93%E1%83%90-%E1%83%93%E1%83%90-%E1%83%9B%E1%83%9D%E1%83%99%E1%83%9A%E1%83%94%E1%83%93-%E1%83%93%E1%83%90%E1%83%95%E1%83%AC%E1%83%94%E1%83%A0-%E1%83%A0%E1%83%90-%E1%83%A3%E1%83%9A%E1%83%A2%E1%83%98%E1%83%9B%E1%83%90%E1%83%A2%E1%83%A3%E1%83%9B%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%AC%E1%83%98%E1%83%9C%E1%83%90%E1%83%A8%E1%83%94-%E1%83%93%E1%83%90/993838716192859/?locale=zh_CN
https://gyla.ge/en/post/mziaamaglobeli-ukanonodevna-GYLA
https://oc-media.org/activist-accuses-batumi-police-chief-and-10-other-officers-of-assault/
https://gyla.ge/en/post/batumipoliciisuprosi-gylastatement
https://jam-news.net/state-wont-yield-to-blackmail-says-georgian-dream-chairman-on-journalist-mzia-amaglobelis-hunger-strike/
https://www.facebook.com/MikheilKavelashviliOfficial/posts/pfbid0D7HfT6YFNAtV1oFpBsihCag7MSmCGxNWXk6QYQ3WP5RNnoYpD5JfrFFSYQiqxuD2l


5 

To date, not a single law enforcement officer has been held accountable for incidents of brutal 
violence. 
 
 

9.​ International Response and Sanctions Imposed on Georgian Dream Officials 
 
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) adopted a critical resolution 
regarding the ongoing crisis in the country. PACE conditionally approved the credentials of 
Georgian Dream’s delegation, on the condition that new elections are held, all political prisoners 
are released, and police brutality and human rights violations are immediately halted. In 
response, Georgian Dream decided to suspend Georgia’s participation in PACE. 
 
The Council of the European Union decided to suspend the visa-free regime for holders of 
Georgian diplomatic and service passports. 
 
6 independent Experts (Rapporteurs) appointed by the United Nations Human Rights Council 
have called on Georgian Dream to investigate allegations of excessive use of force, torture, and 
other forms of ill-treatment by law enforcement and to take measures to prevent further 
violence. 
 
Three senior officials of the Ministry of Internal Affairs -  responsible for the brutal crackdown on 
protests  have been sanctioned by the Czech Republic. According to a statement by Norway’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in light of the European Union’s suspension of visa-free travel for 
Georgian diplomats, Norway is considering adopting parallel measures. 
 
 

10.​Persons Responsible for Grave Human Rights Violations and Political 
Repressions  

  
The following individuals bear responsibility for acts of torture, inhuman and degrading  
treatment of citizens, violence, and impunity of perpetrators:  
  
Leaders of the ruling party „Georgian Dream“ for creating and endorsing policies that violate  
fundamental freedoms, and undermine democratic Processes:  
 
❖​ Honorary chair of the GD political party - Bidzina Ivanishvili  
❖​ Prime Minister of the GD political party - Irakli Kobakhidze  
❖​ ​Mayor of Tbilisi - Kakha kaladze  
❖​ Speaker of GD Parliament - Shalva Papuashvili 
❖​ The Leader of GD political party  - Mamuka Mdinaradze 

  
Law enforcement agencies for engaging in the unlawful use of force,  torture, inhuman and 
degrading treatment of protesters and detainees:  
❖​ Minister of Internal Affairs - Vakhtang Gomelauri  

https://ombudsman.ge/eng/akhali-ambebi/sakhalkho-damtsvelma-aktsiaze-dakavebuli-pirebi-moinakhula
https://pace.coe.int/en/files/34147/html
https://civil.ge/archives/657420
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2025/01/27/georgia-council-suspends-visa-free-travel-for-diplomats-and-officials/?fbclid=IwY2xjawIEZYZleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHbG3sLtVwop5izDparb030eU9B13-C2JmZ9q72TFsHR3AlHm-50Hvab6Pw_aem_cuyYr8re-W0nIMGtMiH4ig
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/01/georgia-must-investigate-use-force-police-during-demonstrations-experts?fbclid=IwY2xjawIF5w1leHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHaxGOjy_bbmF7G4sTXKu83tS-rL-3IrJm8l4ajhmU2Q_0MQSrY6O7o3_RQ_aem_J2iwg6vGS_BsIuwpxduvTA
https://oc-media.org/czechia-sanctions-georgian-police-officials/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/aktuelt/norway-responds-to-negative-developments-in-georgia/id3086106/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/aktuelt/norway-responds-to-negative-developments-in-georgia/id3086106/
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❖​ ​First Deputy Minister of MIA - Shalva Bedoidze  
❖​ ​Deputy Minister of MIA - Ioseb Chelidze  
❖​ ​Deputy Minister of MIA - Aleksandre Darakhvelidze  
❖​ ​Deputy Minister of MIA - Giorgi Butkhuzi  
❖​ ​Director of the Special Tasks Department of the MIA - Zviad Kharazishvili  
❖​ ​Deputy Director - Mileri Lagazauri  
❖​ ​Deputy Director - Mirza Kezevadze  
❖​ ​Director of the Central Criminal Police Department of MIA - Teimuraz Kupatadze  
❖​ Head of the Patrol Police department of MIA - Vazha Siradze  
❖​ ​Head of the State Security Service – Grigol Liluashvili  
❖​ ​First deputy head of the state security service – Aleksi Batiashvili  
❖​ ​Deputy head of the state security service – Levan Akhobadze  

 
Judicial System for failing to ensure justice and effective investigation torture, for assisting and  
tolerating informal violent groups:  
❖​ Prosecutor General of Georgia - Giorgi Gabitashvili  
❖​ ​Head of the Special Investigation Service – Karlo (Koka) Katsitadze  

Judges for enforcing political directives in criminal cases against protest participants: 

❖​ Ketevan Jachvadze, Tamar Mchedlishvili, Irakli Khuskivadze, Lela Maridashvili, Davit 
Mgeliashvili, Nana Shamatava, Davit Kurtanidze, Levan Kolbaia, Arsen Kalatozishvili, 
Teona Epitashvili, Nino Sakhelashvili, Nino Tarashvili, Lela Kalichenko, Giorgi Gelashvili, 
Zviad Sharadze, Natia Gudadze, and Nato Khujadze, Mikheil Jinjolia, Malkhaz 
Okropirashvili. 

Prosecutors responsible for unsubstantiated criminal persecution of protest participants: 
 
❖​ Vazha Todua, Shmagi Gobejishvili, Giorgi Mukbaniani, Nugzar (Nukri) Tchitadze, Tamar 

Iakobidze, Roin Khintibidze, Ani Khubejashvili, Ana Metreveli, Vladimir Turmanidze, 
Tornike Gogeshvili, and Paata Tsetskhladze, Mikheil Sadradze, Giorgi Goaladze,  

Judges presiding over administrative offenses who handle cases with political bias: 

❖​ Lela Mildenberger, Zviad Tsekvava, Lela Tsagareishvili, Koba Chagunava, Nino 
Enukidze, Manuchar Tsatsua, Manana Nikachadze, Irma Togonidze, Guliko Kazhashvili, 
Fati Furtskhvanidze, Irakli Abshilava, Gvantsa Vardanidze.  

 Police officers who provide false testimonies in court:  

-​ Ucha Chulukhadze, Zaur Mikadze, Revaz Bichenov, Tengiz Chitishvili, Giorgi 
Kalandadze, Nino Meladze, Giorgi Charekashvili, Tornike Menabde, Sulkhan Kiknadze, 
Revaz Tsurtsumia, Zviadi Margvelani, Zurab Gharibashvili, Davit Maruashvili, Otar 
Gelashvili, Lasha Beradze, Tekla Javakhadze, Nugzar Turashvili, and Tsotne 
Meskhishvili. 


